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DEAR KGAP SUPPORTERS
by Connie Vanderhyden, KGAP Coordinator

Ask and you shall receive! During our January 2016
delegation to Chaculá I asked all participants if they
would like to write a little something for the spring/
summer newsletter. And here it is! I am sure you will
enjoy the observations and reflections from our journey
by the following friends of Chaculá and KGAP: Martha
Pierce, Mary Christensen, Michael Schwarz, Marty
Pearson, and Andi Alexander. In addition, there are
translations of 2 letters from Chaculá from the Instituto
Básico Director, Jubinal Carrillo Funes, and another
from Básico students. Martha, Andi and Jubinal sent the
beautiful photos we have included in this newsletter.
I have had the pleasure of applying for a grant from the
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Wisconsin almost
every spring for the past 12 years. RPCV raises funding
from calendar sales and take applications from a variety
of solidarity organizations like KGAP. We communicate
with the Education or Health Associations in Chaculá
to ask for proposals and this year the teachers requested
resource textbooks for their use to prepare lessons for all
the courses at the middle and high school levels. RPCV
granted us $1000 toward this goal.

On May 6th we had a terrific community fundraiser
inspired, coordinated, and carried out by Youth Initiative
High School students, some of whom traveled to
Chaculá in March, 2015. Teacher Shawn Lavoie was also
instrumental in the coordination and success of this
event. Many thanks go out to Shawn and YIHS students:
Arlo Townsley, Ruth Espinoza, Savi Krumenauer, Will
Sherwin, Therman O’Hearly, Rhiannon Cottrell, Daniel
Kouba, Carli Horan, Lucy Boisvert, and Irene O’Connor;
the Rooted Spoon and Dani Lind, Katie Ryess, and Jessica
Hooper; and community friends: Denise Doerr, Moira
and Jeff Hastings, Maureen Karlstad, Kim Dowat, Keith
Knutson, Bill and Susan Townsley, and Tom Vanderhyden.
Many tacos were prepared and thoroughly enjoyed and we
were able to raise the remainder of the resource book fund
for the teachers in Chaculá. Thanks to everyone who came
out to support KGAP!
Please remember to check our website (www.kgap.org) for
more information about the project and the work of our
national organization, NISGUA, as well as photos from
past journeys to Chaculá. There are also photos of the
Dedication of the Cancha on the website.
MANY THANKS for your continuing interest in
and support for KGAP! We are currently raising
funding for our annual scholarship program.
We hope to continue supporting 25 high school
students and supply additional funding to help
offset the fees for middle school students as well.
With your help, WE CAN DO THIS!! As always,
tax-deductible donations may be sent to:

KGAP
c/o CONNIE VANDERHYDEN
E9048 PIERCE HILL RD.
VIROQUA, WI 54665
Brandon Carillo Funes, son of Jubinal Carrillo Funes,
photo by Martha Pierce
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MANY THANKS TO OUR RECENT DONORS
Marta Engel
Emily Pfitsch
M. Olson & Maryann Wolters
A. Marana & M. McDonnell
Al & Roseanne Schulz
John & Susan Miller
Barry Jensen
Bill Brooke
Ursela Cejpek
Jim Hallberg
Bill Calkins & Yanni Liang
Richard & Ann Heidkamp
Sharon Miessner
Shawn Lavoie & Anna Jo Doerr
Carolyn Gillette
Melanie &Augusto Bordelois
Troy & Meredith Taylor

Steve & Mary Christensen
Lamar Janes
Jane Furchgott
Roger Bertsch
Robert McDowell
George & Sue Drake
Fred Dick
Sid Hollander & Kay Berkson
Barbara Gerlach
Connie Champnoise &
Art Plashinski
Dan & Diane Hendricks
Ben & Julee Agar
Sue Hundt Bergan & Hall Bergan
Martin Sellers & Nancy Hartje
Sarah Gibbs
Helen Doval & family

The new Canccha, photo by Martha Pierce
PAGE 2

Ellen Brooks & Dave Hacket
CASA
Marcia Halligan
Rikardo Jahnke & Ilana Pestcoe
Michael Brown & Kathryn Howells
Jane Siemon
RPCV
Ron & Linda Stadler
Susan Nesbit & Jerry McGeorge

In honor of
Jeri Pearson:

Don Kuderer
Thomas & Terry Carlson
Elizabeth & GJ Schempp
Debbie Cooter.
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Dedication of the Cancha by Martha Pierce
Jeri Pearson loved the people of Chaculá, and the
people of Chaculá loved her. So it was fitting that,
after Jeri’s tragic death in an accident last year, her
family made a donation of memorial funds in her
honor to the school at Chaculá. The members of
the community decided to use the funds to build a
playing field for the children, that can be used for
basketball, futbol, volleyball, and other fun activities. The dedication of this new playground was a
highlight of our January 2016 visit to Chaculá, and
a beautiful tribute to Jeri’s many years of devotion to
the community.
Parents, children, and visitors gathered at the school
on the afternoon of January 13, crowding in around
the edges of the new “cancha” under the overhanging
portico of the school building. It was quite a festive
occasion! The area was decorated with green branches, balloons, and crepe paper, and the playground
itself was brightly painted in blue, yellow, and green
with white stripes to indicate the lines for various
sports. There were two plaques, covered with red
cloths, standing at the edge of the playing field. Children ran around excitedly, and most stayed off the
new area until after the ceremony. As we gathered,
a marimba played festive music, and once the PA
system was hooked up several community members
gave speeches, and some of the boys and girls sang
and danced.
Marty Pearson, Jeri’s husband, had come, to be
present for the dedication and spend time with the
people. Throughout the previous days, as we walked
around the community, it was very touching to see
people coming up to Marty, looking up at him with
sadness and love in their eyes, and offering their
memories of Jeri and their condolences over her loss.
Connie remained at his side to translate, but the most
important communication came through gentle pats
on the arm, sorrowful faces, and tears. It was a sacred
and moving time for Marty, and for all of us.
Now, at the dedication, Marty spoke a few words to
the community. He shared a story of his and Jeri’s
shared commitment to justice and the well-being of

all people, and talked about her deep and abiding
love for the people of Chaculá. Connie and I were
also asked to say a few words, expressing our ongoing
love and partnership with Chaculá.
Then we were invited to step up to the plaques. First,
Connie and I removed the red cloth covering one
of them. To our surprise (and delight!) it revealed a
plaque that read:
“Colonia Nueva Esperanza, Chaculá, Nenton, Huehuetenango: Agradece y Reconoce a: Connie Vanderhyden, Grupo GAP y Martha Pierce por sus labores
filantropicas y gestores en la circulacion de la Escuela
Primaria y otorgamiento de becas a la Juventud Estudiantil. Chaculá, enero de 2016.”
What a surprise – and what an honor! Connie and I
were so delighted and grateful!
Next it was Marty’s turn, and he stepped up to remove the red cloth from the other plaque. There we
saw a beautiful photo of Jeri, along with these words:
“Colonia Nueva Esperanza, Chaculá, Nenton, Huehuetenango,Hace un reconocimiento postumo a
Jeri Pearson, Por su valioso acto altruista al haber financiado la construccion de la cancha Polideporta de
la Escuela Primaria y Gestora del Programa de Becas
Estudia tiles. Chaculá, Nenton, enero de 2016.”
After a few more words of thanks and appreciation
from Marty, it was time to cut the ribbon! Connie,
Marty, and I were each given a pair of scissors, and
we stepped into the middle of the new playground
and snip! The playground was open! Everyone applauded, the marimba struck up again, Connie and
Mary began to dance with various children. Meanwhile Marty walked around carrying a little girl from
the community who had been named after Jeri, and
people crowded around to view the plaques. Women,
children, and even the “coolest” teen-age boys (who
had been Jeri’s students) came over to read the words,
many wiping away tears as they remembered their
beloved friend and teacher. What a beautiful and
meaningful way to commemorate Jeri’s love for the
people, and their love for her!
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Dedication plaque for the Cancha, photo by Martha Pierce

Marty Pierson and Maria Jerina Gasper Paiz ,
who was named after Jeri Pierson,

by Marty Pearson

photo by Martha Pierce

When Jeri and I were young and
planning our new life together
We agreed it was important to support and
encourage each other to pursue our own
interests and passions.
Jeri’s passion for reading,
Jeri’s passion for the Spanish Language
Jeri’s passion for teaching
Jeri’s passion to work for peace,
justice and solidarity
Brought her to Chaculá.
In the house that Jeri and I built
There are many photos of Chaculá
In every room I am reminded of Chaculá
Now when I think of Chaculá
In my mind I hear children laughing and I see
children playing on this beautiful Cancha
This fills my sad heart with joy
My daughter Erica and I thank all of you for
honoring the memory of Jeri this way.
Thank you.
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A Meeting at Landivar University
by Michael Swartz

After being present present for the 22nd Anniversary of the founding of Chaculá, a community founded by a group returning to Guatemala after years
in refuge in Mexico on January 12, 1994, four of
us, Martha Pierce, Jhonathan Gomez, Sidney Hollander and Michael Swartz had an appointment in
Huehuetenango. On January 16, 2016, we four were
at Universidad Rafael Landivar in Huehuetenango,
to hear a report of a research project that had been
conducted to assess the degree of knowledge in
three small communities about the risks of international emigration by Guatemalans.

in Mexico and returned in an organized way to
Guatemala are simply more sophisticated in the first
place. Another day in Chaculá, Angel Diaz told us
that as a teenager, upon returning to his hometown
in the 1980s after an armed invasion he thought,
“I’m going to get killed! Or drafted by the army. Or
recruited forcefully by the guerillas. I’m going to flee
to refuge in Mexico.” And he did. So we have been
accompanying transformed subjects of history all
along. At the same time, on this January morning
in the university classroom we realized that Chaculá
is notably and measurably different than villages of
similar size. And this difference is positive.

Darwin Funes, a Mayan young man from Chaculá
and a student of social work at Landivar had arranged for us to meet with his research team and
professor. In a nation where only 17% of young
people graduate from high school, that Darwin was
attending university from Chaculá is very positive
in itself. He is the first one. His high school education had been supported with scholarship help
from K-GAP. He had gone to the elementary school
in the community of Chaculá, which has received
significant support from K-GAP as well. Most folks
in Guatemala complete “basico” only, which is sixth
grade.

The research team we met with was made up of five
persons, a professor and four students. One young
man was from Quiche’, Darwin from Chaculá, two
women who had moved from Guatemala City to
Huehuetenango and the professor who had grown
up in Huehuetenango, worked a career at a university in Guatemala City, and was now semi-retired
and had moved back to be closer to family. One of
the students asked Martha to talk about the involvement of international accompaniers with persons in
refuge in Mexico as they returned to Guatemala as
part of a cooperative and founded the community
at Chaculá. As Martha gave an account of Mexico,
being on the busses, the beginning of the community and international involvement over the years
there was rapt attention to her every word. It was
my impression that while they had heard of international accompaniment in a general way they were
impressed to hear a first hand account and in some
detail. And of course, Martha does a good job telling a story! After our meeting we all went down to
the university cafeteria for refreshments and visiting.
The university visit provided some larger context
for the importance of the accompaniment over the
years.

We heard about how the research had been conducted in three villages; one in Quiche’, another in
Quetzaltenango, and Chaculá. The research team
employed popular education techniques of communal poster drawing about history, a skit/play
about issues of migration, along with structured
interviews. The team commented that Chaculá was
surprisingly open in their speaking in comparison
with the other villages, “more like city people.” And
further, Chaculá was very aware of their history.
Forthright in speaking, and historically aware; these
are markers of subjects of history rather than objects
of history. It may be that those who sought refuge
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Chaculá 2016 by Mary Christensen
In January our family had the good fortune to travel with
Connie and the delegations from Wisconsin and Illinois
to Chaculá. Because of Connie’s advocacy, we have heard
about the amazing strivings of this group of people since
the beginning of their journey to resettle this land in 1994.
Our daughter visited the community twice before—as a high
school and later a college student.
As we left Antigua that first morning, with others who
joined us from Chicago and Guatemala City, I was beginning to imagine what we would meet. Guatemala was new
to me but over the years I had heard many stories about this
community, as well as the stories of the long overland rides,
the rain, the cold. I had also met some of their leaders via
the KGAP newsletter, and events that Connie sponsored in
Viroqua.

It seems that there is a lot of hope and potential for economic development now that the very basic needs of the community are met. The elder generation there has experienced
so much sorrow, dislocation, hard work and a certain victory
to get to this point.
One can’t help but reflect on one’s life when intimately sharing with the community members and our fellow travelers
– each on their own journey. The solidarity and support that
KGAP has shown is palpably appreciated; it is expressed repeatedly by everyone. Solidarity took on a new significance
for me during this journey that took me deep inside myself
as well as to Chaculá and the surrounding area. I am forever
grateful.

Still, I found that I was not prepared in any way to visit these
people. We shared meals twice daily with a family – often
not the same one. Everywhere we were welcomed with
warmth, generosity, gratitude, kindness and great interest.
Always I was amazed at how much they have built up in
these 20 years. Not only homes, businesses, roads, a school,
a health clinic, a church and an infrastructure for water
delivery, but more significantly, a beautiful community with
neighborhoods, families, cooperatives and local leaders.
Children have graduated from the school, gone on to high
school and higher education and then some have returned
to Chaculá with their skills.
We visited all the sites, including the home of a weaver who
kindly offered to let us watch her work on the piece she was
planning to bring to our house in a few days. It is a tradition,
that when the delegation from the US visits every January
for the anniversary festivities, the weavers in the village
bring their work to sell to them. There is no other outlet for
them and the larger markets are miles away.
The young people I met who are in their late teens are
grateful for their education, envisioning trainings that they
want to take or businesses that they want to start. There was
plenty of discussion about a typical problem in rural towns:
not enough jobs for the young, and the realization that some
will leave to find a livelihood in another area.

Doña Julia making tamales

photo by Andi Alexander
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Letters from Chaculá
I am so happy to write to you and to all KGAP and
Chaculá supporters! We are so grateful to you, Jeri,
Martha, and everyone who has contributed to each
donation that we have received for education in our
community. We believe that education is the most
important thing for human beings because we know
that intellectual development is the source of human
and social advancement. We also want to thank you
for the donation that made it possible to construct the
cement playground area and the fence all around the
school buildings and yard. The children now play basketball and soccer during each recess period and we
use the playground for cultural events twice a month
with all the primary and middle school students. The
fence makes the children feel more secure while they
are at school. We are also very grateful to you for the
fund you are raising for teachers’ resource books for
the middle and high school curriculum. Please enjoy
the attached photos of the activities on the playground
and the letter written by middle school students. (Ed.
note: Jubinal’s photos can be seen at www.kgap.org)

Dear Connie,
On behalf of the students attending the Chaculá Básico
Institute (middle school), we want to thank you (and
your organization) for the tuition support you have given
us this year and for the school fence and playground
construction fund. Thank you also for the scholarships
you are giving to our high school compañeros. We really
appreciate your support as no one else gives us support
like you do.
We love you and thank God for all that you are doing.
We miss you and hope you come to visit us soon. We are
waiting with open arms and will take care of you with
the profound friendship that you and your compañeros
deserve. God bless your work and many blessings on all
of your lives. We are so sorry about the loss of our compañera, Jeri. She was and will continue to be a great person to us and we will carry her in our hearts since she also
did many projects in our beloved community, Chaculá.
From here we send each of you many warm hugs. Bless
you today, tomorrow, and always. Best wishes on all your
daily activities. We love you very much.

Sincerely, Jubinal Carrillo Fúnes

Students from the Chaculá Básico Institute

Doña Julia and Connie Vanderhyden making tamales

photo by Andi Alexander
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When Blessings Flow Through the Hands
by Andi Alexander

I am so grateful to be welcomed to this community. Each time we come,
there is always at least one invitation to sit down to a great feast of tamales, prepared with love and magic like the people around the table. Last
January I accompanied my sister-in-law, Connie, to the home of Emiliana
Diaz Cruz, also known as Doña Julia, where Connie learned to make
tamales. My job was to take notes, and my mission to photograph.
For this photographer, the light in Doña Julia’s kitchen was spare and
strong. The warmth was everywhere. By watching, listening, attending –
some would say beholding – I photographed Doña Julia, daughter-in-law,
Lucy, and my “querida cuñada” as they made tamales together. These people, these homes, this community is my blessing. How can I be so lucky?
As a John O’Donohue has written, “May we all receive blessing upon
blessing. And may we realize our power to bless, heal, and renew one
another”.
Such is Chaculá. Such is Guatemala.

Doña Julia and Connie Vanderhyden,

photo by Andi Alexander
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