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This	
   spring	
  I	
  was	
  asked	
   to	
   give	
   two	
   presenta3ons	
  about	
  
KGAP	
   and	
   our	
   con3nuing	
   rela3onship	
   with	
   Nueva	
  
Esperanza-­‐Chaculá.	
  I	
  spent	
  3me	
  organizing	
  and	
  upda3ng	
  
my	
  slides,	
  informa3on,	
  and	
  personal	
  reflec3ons.	
  The	
  first	
  
presenta3on	
   was	
   for	
   another	
   Wisconsin	
   solidarity	
  
organiza3on,	
  Farmer	
  to	
  Farmer,	
  and	
  the	
  second	
  was	
  for	
  a	
  
Women	
   and	
   Globaliza3on	
   course	
   at	
   the	
   University	
   of	
  
Wisconsin-­‐La	
  Crosse.	
   Each	
   presenta3on	
   had	
   a	
   different	
  
focus	
   and	
   allowed	
  
me	
   to	
   think	
   about	
  
many	
   aspects	
   of	
  
o u r	
   w o r k	
   i n	
  
Guatemala	
   over	
  
the	
  years.	
  

In	
   prepara3on	
   for	
  
the	
   presenta3ons	
   I	
  
asked	
  a	
   few	
   friends	
  
from	
   Chaculá	
   to	
  
send	
  me	
  their	
   ideas	
  
and	
   reflec3ons	
   on	
  
several	
  topics:	
  How	
  
t h i n g s	
   h a v e	
  
c h a n g e d	
   f o r	
  
w o m e n	
   i n	
  
Guatemala,	
   and	
  
p a r 3 c u l a r l y	
   i n	
  
Chaculá;	
  how	
  healthcare	
  has	
  
evolved	
   over	
   the	
   20	
   years	
  
s i n c e	
   r e t u r n i n g	
   t o	
  
Guatemala;	
  and	
  a	
  general	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  from	
  
refugee	
   camps	
  to	
  the	
  present	
  day.	
  In	
   this	
  edi3on	
   of	
   the	
  
KGAP	
   newsleSer	
   I 	
  am	
   including	
   two	
   of	
   the	
   responses	
   I	
  
received.	
  One	
   is	
   a	
   leSer	
   from	
  Miriam	
   Carrillo, 	
  a	
   young	
  
woman	
  I	
  have	
  known	
  for	
  almost	
  20	
  years	
  who	
  is	
  now	
  the	
  
pre-­‐school	
  teacher	
   in	
  Chaculá.	
  The	
  other	
   is	
  from	
  Natalio	
  
Funes	
  Figueroa,	
  also	
   a	
  friend	
   of	
  many	
  years,	
  who	
  wrote	
  
about	
   healthcare	
   in	
   the	
   community.	
   In	
   the	
   next	
  
newsleSer	
   I	
  will	
   include	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  history	
  that	
  
Jacobo	
  Diaz	
  Coto	
  sent	
  as	
  well.

REMEMBERING, REVISITING, 
RENEWING RELATIONSHIPS      

by Connie Vanderhyden, KGAP Coordinator

In	
   Guatemala	
   many	
   years	
   ago,	
   women	
   were	
   not	
  
considered	
   to	
   have	
  value	
   in	
   the	
   society;	
   they	
  were	
   like	
  
objects	
  without	
  rights.	
  	
  Parents	
  decided	
  the	
  marriageable	
  
age	
   and	
   with	
   whom	
  they	
  would	
  marry.	
  Therefore,	
  they	
  
would	
   oZen	
   get	
   married	
   between	
   the	
  age	
  of	
   12	
  and	
   13	
  
and	
   in	
   many	
   cases	
   would	
   have	
   too	
   many	
   children	
   (a	
  
minimum	
   of	
   7).	
   Regarding	
   educa3on,	
   parents	
   in	
   rural	
  
areas	
  believed	
   that	
  women	
  weren’t	
  made	
   to	
  study, 	
  that	
  

only	
   men	
   could	
  
do	
   so.	
   Women	
  
were	
   only	
   made	
  
to	
   have	
   children,	
  
take	
  care	
  of	
  them	
  
and	
   work	
   in	
   the	
  
h o m e .	
  
D i s c r im ina3on	
  
against	
   women	
  
was	
   excessive,	
  
although	
   parents	
  
did	
   not	
   do	
   this	
  
inten3onally	
   -­‐	
   it	
  
was	
   because	
   of	
  
t rad i3ons	
   and	
  
customs.

In	
   reality,	
  women	
  
have	
   occupied	
  

the	
  most	
   important	
   role	
   in	
  
society. 	
   LiSle	
   by	
   liSle	
   one	
  
can	
   see	
   the	
   changes	
   that	
  

are	
   happening.	
   	
   Beginning	
   in	
   the	
   rural	
   communi3es,	
  
women	
   are	
   being	
   considered	
   for	
   jobs	
   that	
   only	
   men	
  
could	
  have	
  done	
  before.	
  Now	
  there	
  are	
  women	
  that	
   are	
  
group	
  leaders.	
  For	
  example,	
  in	
  Chaculá	
  there	
  are	
  women	
  
members	
   and	
   leaders	
   of	
   the	
   Board	
   of	
   Directors,	
  
neighborhood	
   representa3ves,	
   mayors	
   of	
   the	
  
community,	
  and	
  other	
  roles.

Currently,	
  many	
   parents	
   have	
   leZ	
   behind	
   the	
   ideology	
  
that	
   only	
  men	
   can	
   study	
  and	
   that	
   is	
  why	
  many	
  women	
  
have	
   studied	
   different	
   careers	
   with	
   parental	
   support.	
  

WOMEN IN GUATEMALA
By Miriam Carrillo, Chacula Community Member

translated by Connie Vanderhyden 

Scholarship recipient Miriam Carrillo 
with her grandmother, mother and son--four generations! 

photo by Andi Alexander
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Jeri	
  Pearson,	
  former	
  KGAP	
  accompanier	
  and	
   dear	
  friend,	
  
has	
  wriSen	
  an	
  ar3cle	
  about	
  our	
  recent	
  visit	
  to	
  Chaculá	
  in	
  
January	
   and	
   the	
   wonderful	
   recep3on	
   the	
   teachers,	
  
parents,	
  and	
   students	
  prepared	
   for	
   our	
   group.	
  It	
   is	
   very	
  

apparent	
  that	
  the	
  en3re	
  community	
  is	
  thrilled	
  
that	
   so	
  many	
  more	
   students	
  are	
   now	
   able	
   to	
  
first	
  finish	
  their	
  Básico	
  educa3on	
  in	
  the	
  village	
  
and	
   then	
   con3nue	
   on	
   to	
   gain	
   a	
   high	
   school	
  
educa3on	
   due	
   to	
   the	
   generosity	
   of	
   KGAP	
  
donors	
  and	
  our	
  increased	
  educa3on	
  fund.	
  

This	
   year	
   our	
   delega3on	
   included	
   many	
   old	
  
friends,	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  been	
   involved	
   with	
  
the	
   Guatemala	
   Accompaniment	
   Project	
   and	
  
Chaculá	
   over	
   the	
   years.	
  We	
  were	
   treated	
   to	
  
many	
   meals	
   of	
   tamales,	
   a	
   special	
   musical	
  
concert	
   the	
  night	
   of	
  our	
  arrival,	
  excursions	
   to	
  
nearby	
  special	
   sites,	
  fried	
   chicken	
   and	
  French	
  
fries	
   at	
   the	
   Feria,	
   and	
   dancing	
   to	
   the	
  
tradi3onal	
  sones	
  (marimba	
  music)	
  on	
  the	
  final	
  
day	
   of	
   the	
   fiesta.	
   We	
   have	
   included	
   some	
  
special	
   photos	
   from	
   our	
   visit,	
   taken	
   by	
  
photographer	
   and	
   my	
   sister-­‐in-­‐law,	
   Andi	
  
Alexander.	
   The	
   weather	
   was	
   wonderful,	
   the	
  
fes3vi3es	
  were	
  delighcul,	
  and	
   the	
  village	
  was	
  
peaceful.	
   I	
   am	
   so	
   grateful	
   that	
   we	
   have	
   this	
  

welcoming	
   community	
   to	
   visit	
   each	
   year	
   and	
   feel	
  
honored	
  we	
   can	
   collaborate	
  with	
   them	
   in	
   their	
   struggle	
  
to	
   aSain	
   greater	
   respect	
   and	
   social	
   jus3ce.	
   Our	
  
con3nuing	
  work	
  with	
  NISGUA	
  to	
  provide	
  accompaniment	
  
in	
   Guatemala	
  also	
  con3nues	
  to	
   be	
  extremely	
  important.	
  
Almost	
   daily	
   I	
   receive	
   urgent	
   ac3ons	
   from	
   NISGUA	
  
regarding	
   abuse,	
   disappearances,	
   and	
   even	
   deaths	
   of	
  
Guatemalans	
  struggling	
  to	
  have	
  their	
   voices	
  heard	
  about	
  
environmental	
   jus3ce	
   and	
   human	
   rights.	
   Please	
   check	
  
their	
  website	
   (www.nisgua.org)	
  for	
   updates	
  and	
  ac3ons.	
  
Chaculá	
  is	
  fortunate	
  to	
  be	
  organized	
  as	
  a	
  coopera3ve	
  and	
  
to	
  have	
  control	
  of	
  its	
  own	
  land	
  but	
  vigilance	
  will	
  con3nue	
  
to	
   be	
   necessary	
   and	
   our	
   role	
   as	
   accompaniers	
   and	
  
solidarios	
   lends	
   moral	
   and	
   physical	
   support. 	
   Friends	
   in	
  
Chaculá	
   always	
   comment	
   that	
   our	
   con3nuing	
  presence,	
  
collabora3on	
  and	
   friendship	
  make	
   them	
  know	
   that	
   they	
  
are	
   not	
   alone.	
   This	
   is	
   good	
   work,	
   worthwhile	
   and	
  
important.	
  We	
  could	
  not	
   con3nue	
  without	
   your	
   interest	
  
and	
  support.

THANK YOU
 TO ALL OF OUR DONORS FOR YOUR 

CONTINUING GENEROSITY!! 

REMEMBERING, continued from page 1CHACULA STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND 
TEACHERS PLEASED WITH MORE 

KGAP SCHOLARSHIPS 
By Jeri Pearson

Over	
   the	
   last	
  17	
   years	
  KGAP	
  has	
  sponsored	
  scholarships	
  
for	
   Nueva	
   Esperanza-­‐Chaculá	
   students	
   to	
   study	
   a	
   high	
  
school	
  career.	
  	
  As	
  of	
  2013,	
  a	
  total	
   of	
  fiZy-­‐three	
  students	
  
have	
   received	
   scholarships	
   and	
   since	
   2004	
   KGAP	
   has	
  
been	
   able	
   to	
   sponsor	
   ten	
   students	
  at	
   a	
   3me	
   ($700	
   per	
  
student	
   per	
   year	
   for	
   three	
  years–	
   this	
   covers	
  about	
   half	
  
their	
  total	
  costs	
  per	
  year.)	
  	
  Due	
  to	
  generous	
  dona3ons	
  to	
  
the	
   scholarship	
   fund,	
   star3ng	
   in	
   2014	
   KGAP	
   can	
   now	
  
sponsor	
  more	
  than	
  double	
  that	
  number	
  of	
  students	
  each	
  
year!	
   	
   	
   This	
   brings	
  the	
   total	
   to	
   71	
   scholarship	
   students	
  
since	
  1997.	
  	
  The	
  students,	
  their	
   parents,	
  and	
   teachers	
  in	
  
Chaculá	
   were	
   VERY	
   pleased	
   to	
   hear	
   this	
   exci3ng	
   news	
  
when	
  Connie	
  and	
  I	
  were	
  there	
  in	
  January.	
  	
  The	
  teachers,	
  
most	
   of	
   the	
   scholarship	
   students,	
   and	
   some	
   of	
   their	
  
parents	
   presented	
   us	
   with	
   a	
   wonderful	
   program	
   on	
  
January	
  13,	
  the	
   day	
  aZer	
   the	
   20th	
   annual	
   celebra3on	
   of	
  
the	
   community’s	
   return	
   to	
   Guatemala.	
   	
   The	
   teachers	
  
went	
   all	
   out	
   cooking	
   and	
   serving	
   us	
   a	
   delicious	
   lunch	
  
aZer	
  the	
  program.	
  	
  

CONTINUED ON  PAGE 3

The Gaspar Paiz family with Jeri Pearson and her namesake, Maria Jerina, 
photo by Andi Alexander

http://www.nisgua.org
http://www.nisgua.org
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Since	
   there	
  is	
  no	
   high	
   school	
   in	
   Chaculá,	
  only	
  a	
  primary	
  and	
   junior	
   high	
   school,	
  the	
  current	
  23	
  scholarship	
  students	
  have	
  
traveled	
   to	
   other	
   towns	
   to	
   receive	
   their	
   high	
   school	
   educa3on,	
   including	
   in	
   Huehuetenango,	
   Jacaltenango,	
   Santa	
   Ana,	
  
Nentón, 	
  San	
  Antonio	
  Huista,	
  Chiapas,	
  and	
   Concepcion	
  Huista.	
   	
   Ten	
  of	
   the	
   students	
  are	
  girls	
  and	
   thirteen	
   are	
  boys.	
   	
   Five	
  
students	
   are	
   studying	
  teaching	
   careers,	
   seven	
   students	
   are	
   studying	
  business	
   administra3on,	
  two	
   students	
   are	
   studying	
  
accoun3ng,	
  and	
  nine	
  students	
  are	
  enrolled	
  in	
  two-­‐year	
  college	
  preparatory	
  programs,	
  five	
  of	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  nursing	
  emphasis.	
  

We	
  expect	
   to	
  be	
  hearing	
  via	
  email	
  or	
   regular	
   post	
   from	
   all	
  of	
  the	
  students	
   this	
  year,	
  since	
  they	
  and	
   their	
  parents	
   signed	
  
contracts	
  sta3ng	
  that	
  communica3on	
  with	
  the	
  scholarship	
  donors	
  is	
  required.	
  We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  following	
  the	
  dreams	
  and	
  
successes	
  of	
  these	
  young	
  people	
  as	
  they	
  improve	
  their	
   lives	
  and	
   the	
   lives	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  in	
   their	
  community	
  and	
  country.	
  	
  	
  
We	
  also	
  hope	
  that	
  by	
  being	
  able	
  to	
  offer	
  more	
  scholarships,	
  every	
  family	
  in	
  Chaculá	
  will	
  benefit.	
  Please	
  consider	
  dona3ng	
  to	
  
KGAP’s	
   educa3on	
   fund!!	
   Besides	
   helping	
   high	
   school	
   students	
   receive	
  an	
   educa3on,	
  your	
   dona3ons	
   help	
   all	
   the	
   Básico	
  
(junior	
  high)	
  students	
  pay	
  tui3on	
  costs,	
  provide	
  improvements	
  to	
  the	
  schoolyard	
  and	
  purchase	
  computers	
  for	
   the	
  school	
  in	
  

KGAP SCHOLARSHIPS, continued from page 2

There	
   are	
   s3ll	
   cases	
   where,	
   for	
   economic	
  
reasons, 	
   parents	
   are	
   not	
   able	
   to	
   support	
  
their	
   daughters’	
   educa3on.	
   	
   In	
   spite	
   of	
   the	
  
difficul3es,	
   the	
   desire	
   to	
   study	
   doesn’t	
   die	
  
because	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  enthusias3c	
  women	
  
now	
   in	
   Chaculá	
   and	
   in	
   other	
   parts	
   of	
   the	
  
country.	
  There	
  are	
  women	
  teachers,	
  nurses,	
  
doctors,	
   secretaries,	
   accountants,	
   and	
  
others.	
   Because	
   of	
   these	
   changes	
   many	
  
women	
   h a v e	
   c o n t r i b u t e d	
   t o	
   t h e	
  
advancement	
   of	
   their	
   families. 	
  We	
  not	
   only	
  
have	
   profess ional	
   women	
   but	
   a lso	
  
businesswomen,	
   enterprising	
   women	
   who	
  
have	
   struggled	
   a	
   lot	
   so	
   that	
   they	
   could	
   be	
  
treated	
  beSer	
  in	
  the	
  society.

However,	
   there	
   are	
   women	
   who	
   work	
  
double	
  shiZ	
  and	
  many	
  who	
  con3nue	
  to	
  work	
  
very	
  hard	
   in	
   the	
  fields,	
  doing	
  heavy	
  work	
   in	
  
order	
   to	
   make	
   a	
   living	
   for	
   themselves	
   and	
  
their	
  families	
  because	
  many	
  live	
  alone.	
  Sadly,	
  
the	
  situa3on	
   for	
   these	
   women	
   con3nues	
   to	
  
be	
  heartbreaking,	
  as	
  in	
  past	
  3mes.

WOMEN IN CHACULA, continued from page 1

Women of Chacula, photo by Andi Alexander

Performers and speakers at the Scholarship Program on January 13, photo by Andi Alexander
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HEALTHCARE IN CHACULÁ 
 Life, development, and health of individuals and villages – before and after

written by Natalio Vicente Montejo/translated and adapted by Connie Vanderhyden

History	
   tells	
   us	
   that	
   our	
   people	
   used	
   to	
   cure	
   themselves	
   with	
   medicinal	
   plants	
   prescribed	
   by	
   community	
   healers	
   and	
  
midwives.	
  Foreign	
   diseases	
  were	
  unknown	
   and	
  therefore	
  communi3es	
  were	
  able	
   to	
  resolve	
  health	
   problems	
   themselves,	
  
such	
  as	
  births,	
  broken	
  bones,	
  etc.

AZer	
   many	
   years	
   the	
   Catholic	
  
Church	
   ini3ated	
   a	
   program	
   to	
  
train	
  and	
  place	
  community	
  health	
  
promoters	
   in	
   each	
   village.	
  These	
  
individuals	
   were	
   in	
   charge	
   of	
  
preven3ve	
   health	
   educa3on	
   and	
  
also	
   treated	
   common	
   illnesses	
   in	
  
the	
  communi3es. 	
  This	
  took	
  place	
  
before	
  the	
  internal	
  armed	
  conflict	
  
between	
   the	
   guerrillas	
   and	
   the	
  
Guatemalan	
   government	
   in	
   the	
  
1980s.	
  At	
  that	
  3me,	
  due	
  to	
  all	
  the	
  
violence	
   and	
   repression,	
   many	
  
people	
   fled	
   and	
   refugee	
   camps	
  
were	
  constructed	
  on	
  the	
  Mexican	
  
side	
   of	
   the	
   border	
   where	
   many	
  
men,	
   women, 	
  and	
   children	
   lived	
  
for	
  12	
  long	
  years.

Many	
   concerns	
   arose	
   during	
   all	
  
the	
   years	
   in	
   refugee	
   camps	
   in	
  
Mex i co .	
   To	
   add re s s	
   t he se	
  

concerns, 	
   a	
  mul3tude	
   of	
   organiza3ons	
   was	
   created	
   by	
   the	
   refugees	
   with	
   the	
   assistance	
   and	
   accompaniment	
   of	
   non-­‐
governmental	
  and	
   interna3onal	
   groups.	
  These	
  organiza3ons	
  gave	
  priority	
  to	
   two	
   important	
   areas:	
  health	
  and	
   educa3on.	
  
The	
   Catholic	
   Church	
   focused	
   on	
   educa3on,	
   recrui3ng	
  volunteer	
   educa3on	
  promoters	
  and	
   providing	
  training	
   in	
   different	
  
areas	
  so	
  they	
  could	
  take	
  charge	
  of	
  the	
  children’s	
  educa3on	
   in	
  the	
  refugee	
  camps.	
  Later	
  COMAR,	
  the	
  Mexican	
  governmental	
  
organiza3on	
  suppor3ng	
  Guatemalan	
  refugees,	
  took	
  charge	
  of	
  and	
  strengthened	
  the	
  educa3on	
  project.

The	
  Catholic	
  Church	
  also	
   sponsored	
  many	
  other	
  workshops	
  and	
  ac3vi3es	
  for	
  the	
  refugee	
  popula3on	
  including	
  craZs,	
  farm	
  
steading, 	
  and	
   vegetable	
  gardening.	
  The	
  church	
   strengthened	
  the	
  catholic	
   faith	
   by	
  placing	
  catechists	
  in	
   all	
   the	
  camps	
   and	
  
municipali3es	
  where	
  the	
  refugees	
  lived.

Without	
   a	
  doubt,	
  educa3on	
   and	
  healthcare	
  go	
   hand	
   in	
  hand	
  in	
   the	
  development	
   of	
   individual	
   and	
  community	
  well-­‐being	
  
and	
  soon	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  community	
  health	
  promoters	
  and	
  midwives	
  emerged	
  in	
  the	
  refugee	
  camps	
  with	
  the	
  accompaniment	
  
and	
  support	
  of	
  various	
  non-­‐governmental	
  organiza3ons.	
  	
  Of	
  these	
  groups,	
  PROSECO	
  stood	
  out,	
  coordinated	
  and	
  directed	
  by	
  
Doctor	
   Luis	
   Aquino	
   who	
   dedicated	
   great	
   enthusiasm	
   and	
   care	
   to	
   training	
   health	
   promoters	
   and	
   midwives.	
  Dr.	
   Aquino	
  
established	
   a	
  very	
  close	
   rela3onship	
  with	
   the	
  General	
   Hospital	
   in	
   Comitán,	
  Chiapas,	
   in	
   order	
   to	
   aSend	
   to	
   the	
   healthcare	
  
needs	
   of	
   the	
   Guatemalan	
   refugees	
   who	
   were	
   spread	
   out	
   over	
   the	
   3	
   municipali3es	
   of	
   Comalapa,	
   La	
   Trinitaria,	
   and	
  
Margaritas.

Because	
  of	
   this	
  great	
   network	
  of	
   trained	
  health	
   promoters,	
  an	
   ini3a3ve	
   emerged	
   to	
   form	
   an	
  associa3on, 	
  APROCOSGUA,	
  
with	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  taking	
  charge	
  of	
  the	
  primary	
  healthcare	
  needs	
  in	
  the	
  communi3es	
  upon	
  returning	
  to	
  Guatemala.	
  

CONTINUED ON  PAGE 5

Chacula in Moonlight, photo by Andi Alexander
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The	
  hope	
  was	
  that	
   the	
  Guatemalan	
  government	
  would	
   recognize	
  and	
  support	
  the	
  associa3on’s	
  inten3on	
   to	
  provide	
  rural	
  
healthcare,	
  taking	
  into	
  account	
  the	
  prepara3on	
  and	
  training	
  acquired	
  in	
  refuge.

However, 	
  upon	
  returning	
  to	
  our	
  country,	
  we	
  realized	
  that	
  the	
  health	
  network	
  administered	
  by	
  the	
  Guatemalan	
  government	
  
was	
  very	
  weak	
  and	
  there	
  wasn’t	
  an	
  efficient	
  state	
  health	
  policy.

Most	
  of	
  the	
  health	
  promoters	
  that	
  returned	
  from	
  Mexico	
  were	
  unable	
  to	
  con3nue	
  their	
  work	
  upon	
  returning	
  because	
  there	
  
was	
   no	
   support	
   of	
   any	
   kind	
   from	
   the	
   state	
   of	
   Guatemala	
   or	
   non-­‐governmental	
   organiza3ons.	
   	
   APROCOSGUA	
   became	
  
inac3ve	
  as	
  well	
  and	
  healthcare	
  in	
  many	
  returned	
  communi3es	
  was	
  very	
  uncertain.

These	
  days	
  healthcare	
  in	
  our	
  country	
  is	
  s3ll	
  problema3c	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  very	
  liSle	
  chance	
  that	
   the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Health	
  will	
   take	
  
responsibility	
   to	
   make	
   improvements	
   due	
   to	
   socio-­‐poli3cal	
   governmental	
   	
   flaws. 	
   Therefore,	
   many	
   non-­‐governmental	
  
organiza3ons	
   work	
   to	
   promote	
   healthcare	
   in	
   the	
   different	
   Guatemalan	
   communi3es,	
   respec3ng	
   their	
   original	
   cultural	
  
ancestry.

With	
  the	
   return	
   to	
  Nueva	
  Esperanza-­‐	
  Chaculá, 	
  the	
  Community	
  Clinic	
  was	
  born,	
  recognizing	
  the	
  basic	
   health	
   necessi3es	
  of	
  
this	
  community	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  northern	
  Nentón	
  zone.	
  	
  With	
  the	
  help	
  of	
  CEIBA,	
  a	
  non-­‐governmental	
  organiza3on,	
  the	
  clinic	
  was	
  
constructed	
   during	
   the	
   first	
   years	
   of	
   reseSlement.	
   It	
   was	
   equipped	
   with	
   basic	
   supplies	
   and	
   administered	
   by	
   volunteer	
  
community	
   health	
   promoters	
   with	
   the	
   support	
   of	
   doctors	
   from	
   other	
   non-­‐governmental	
   solidarity	
   organiza3ons.	
   	
   In	
  
par3cular,	
   two	
   Spanish	
   doctors,	
   Dr.	
   Joaquín	
   Acevedo	
   and	
   Dra.	
   Ester	
   Bernaldo	
   de	
   Quirós,	
   working	
   through	
   CEIBA,	
  
accompanied	
  Nueva	
  Esperanza-­‐Chaculá	
  for	
  many	
  years.

AZer	
   several	
  years,	
  out	
  of	
  necessity	
  and	
   the	
  lack	
  of	
  resources, 	
  most	
   health	
   promoters	
  stopped	
  working	
  at	
   the	
  clinic.	
  Only	
  
two	
   of	
  them	
  remained,	
  employed	
  by	
  CEIBA	
  in	
   the	
  surrounding	
  area	
  and	
   volunteering	
  their	
   free	
  3me	
  at	
   the	
  Chaculá	
  clinic.	
  
From	
  then	
  on, 	
  José	
  Díaz	
  and	
   José	
  Ros	
  have	
  played	
  an	
  important	
  role	
  in	
  maintaining	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  clinic. 	
  To	
  this	
  day	
  the	
  
clinic	
  con3nues	
  to	
  serve	
  Chaculá	
  and	
  surrounding	
  communi3es.

M a n y	
   m em b e r s	
   o f	
   t h e	
  
community	
   have	
   concerned	
  
themselves	
   about	
   healthcare	
  
issues	
   over	
   the	
   years.	
   They	
  
knew	
  that	
  one	
  day	
  CEIBA	
  would	
  
move	
  on	
   to	
   other	
   communi3es	
  
and	
   looked	
  ahead	
   to	
   form	
   their	
  
own	
   associa3on	
   to	
   take	
   up	
   the	
  
administra3ve	
   work	
   of	
   the	
  
clinic. 	
   APROSUVI	
   was	
   created	
  
and	
   legalized	
   in	
   2003	
   and	
   an	
  
invita3on	
  went	
  out	
  to	
  members	
  
of	
   the	
  community	
  to	
   join.	
  Since	
  
that	
   3me,	
   APROSUVI	
   has	
  
worked	
   to	
   administer	
   the	
  
Community 	
   Clinic	
   of	
   Nueva	
  
Esperanza-­‐	
   Chaculá	
   where	
  
people	
   from	
   the	
   community	
  
a n d	
   f r o m	
   t h e	
   n e a r b y	
  
municipali3es	
   of	
   Nentón	
   and	
  
San	
   Mateo	
   Ixtatán	
   receive	
   a	
  
variety	
  of	
  healthcare	
  services.

CONTINUED ON  PAGE 6

HEALTHCARE IN CHACULA, continued from page 4

The View from Barrio 6, photo by Andi Alexander
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APROSUVI	
  has	
  its	
   headquarters	
   in	
  Chaculá	
  but	
   also	
  provides	
   services	
  to	
   clinics	
   in	
  Yalambajoch	
   and	
  Bulej. 	
  The	
   associa3on	
  
also	
   coordinates	
   different	
   ac3vi3es	
   for	
   health	
   promoters	
   and	
  midwives	
   from	
   the	
  municipali3es	
   of	
   Nentón, 	
  Barillas,	
   San	
  
Mateo	
  Ixtatán	
  and	
  the	
  Mam	
  area	
  in	
  the	
  department	
  of	
  Huehuetenango.	
  

We	
  also	
   par3cipate	
  in	
   health	
   networks	
  at	
   the	
  state	
  level	
   in	
   OSAR	
  and	
  PLANNED	
  PARENTHOOD	
   to	
   address	
   all	
   the	
  current	
  
healthcare	
   issues	
   in	
   the	
  country.	
  Many	
  changes	
  have	
  occurred	
   in	
   women’s	
   lives	
  because	
  of	
   family 	
  planning	
  educa3onal	
  
workshops	
  and	
  birth	
  control	
  methods	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  Chaculá	
  Health	
  Clinic. 	
  Twenty	
  years	
  ago	
  there	
  was	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  45	
  
births	
   a	
  year	
   and	
   in	
   2013	
   there	
   were	
   28	
   births,	
   almost	
   all	
   of	
   which	
   were	
   from	
   recently	
  married	
   couples.	
   The	
   average	
  
number	
  of	
  children	
  per	
  family	
  has	
  also	
  changed	
  a	
  great	
  deal	
  from	
  the	
  previous	
  numbers	
  of	
  4-­‐9	
  to	
  1-­‐3	
  in	
  2013.

These	
   changes	
   have	
   resulted	
   in	
   improvements	
   in	
   women’s	
   lives	
   because	
   with	
   fewer	
   children	
   they	
   have	
   more	
   3me	
   for	
  
themselves,	
  their	
  children	
  and	
  their	
  husbands.	
  This	
  improves	
  the	
  families	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  community.

	
  

Another	
  contribu3ng	
  factor	
  to	
   fewer	
  children	
  is	
  the	
  migra3on	
  of	
  many	
  men	
  to	
   the	
  United	
  States	
  for	
   work.	
  Because	
  of	
  this	
  
emigra3on	
  of	
  husbands	
  and	
  sons, 	
  families	
  have	
  benefiSed	
  economically	
  and	
  this	
  has	
  also	
   improved	
   the	
  quality	
  of	
   life	
   for	
  
women.	
  From	
  our	
  community	
  there	
  is	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  85	
  people	
  working	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  and	
  about	
  20	
  people	
  working	
  in	
  Mexico.	
  
There	
  are	
  others	
  that	
  do	
  seasonal	
  work	
  in	
  Mexico	
  during	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  year.

In	
  the	
  community,	
  one	
  can	
   see	
  the	
   improvements	
   in	
   home	
   construc3on	
   and	
   in	
  the	
  investment	
   into	
   the	
  educa3on	
   of	
   the	
  
youth.	
  Right	
  now	
  many	
  young	
  people	
  study	
  secondary	
  educa3on	
  and	
  then	
  proceed	
  on	
  to	
  other	
  schools	
  to	
  gain	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  
degree	
   and	
  a	
  career.	
  Chaculá	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  communi3es	
  in	
   the	
  area	
  that	
   invests	
  more	
  money	
  into	
  educa3on	
  than	
   others	
  
and,	
  as	
  a	
  consequence,	
  has	
  more	
  graduates	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  career	
  paths.	
  All	
  of	
  this	
  is	
  possible	
  due	
  to	
  two	
  things:	
  one	
  is	
  the	
  
solidarity	
  assistance	
  from	
  Connie’s	
  group	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  is	
  the	
  effort	
  made	
  by	
  the	
  migrants	
  who	
  send	
  back	
  funding	
  for	
   the	
  
educa3on	
  of	
  their	
  children.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Colonia	
  Nueva	
  Esperanza	
  Chaculá,	
  	
  March	
  2014
Informa=on	
  source:	
  Clínica	
  Comunitaria	
  Chaculá	
  	
  -­‐	
  APROSUVI

HEALTHCARE IN CHACULA, continued from page 5

Chucho’s Dominion, photo by Andi Alexander
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¡MUCHAS GRACIAS TO 
OUR RECENT DONORS!

Robert	
  and	
  Lyla	
  Elofson
Dan	
  and	
  Dianne	
  Hendricks

Lynn	
  Persson
Fred	
  Dick

Roberta	
  Ducharme
Roger	
  Bertsch

Tory	
  and	
  Meridith	
  Taylor
Mark	
  Taylor

Kay	
  Berkson	
  and	
  Sidney	
  Hollander
Jane	
  FurchgoB

Connie	
  Champnoise
Bill	
  Calkins

Lars	
  and	
  Corina	
  Bergan
John	
  and	
  Maureen	
  Karlstad

George	
  Siemon
Theresa	
  Marquez
Jerome	
  McGeorge

Jane	
  Milliken
David	
  and	
  Diane	
  Banner
George	
  and	
  Sue	
  Drake

Jane	
  Siemon
Karen	
  Innis

Anne	
  Erickson
Patrick	
  and	
  Lucille	
  Basler
John	
  and	
  Susan	
  Miller

Richard	
  and	
  Ann	
  Heidkamp
CASA

Ellen	
  Brooks	
  and	
  Dave	
  HackeB
Joann	
  Drewsen	
  and	
  Stuart	
  Torgerson

Jane	
  E.	
  Mahoney
Deborah	
  Cooter

Melinda	
  Van	
  Slyke
Sarah	
  Gibbs

Ben	
  and	
  Julee	
  Agar
Jennifer	
  McGeorge
Melanie	
  Bordelois

Ilana	
  Pestcoe	
  and	
  Rikardo	
  Jahnke
Betsy	
  and	
  Jim	
  Farrell

Maggie	
  Jones
Jeri	
  and	
  Marty	
  Pearson

Bonnie	
  Morris
Marion	
  Padilla

ALL DONATIONS TO KGAP ARE TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE AND WILL HELP FUND 

OUR ACCOMPANIMENT, HEALTHCARE 
AND EDUCATION INITIATIVES IN 

GUATEMALA. 
Please send donations to:

KGAP c/o Connie Vanderhyden
E9048 PIERCE HILL RD

VIROQUA, WI  54665

KICKAPOO/GUATEMALA ACCOMPANIMENT PROJECT (KGAP)

KGAP	
  is	
  a	
  project	
  of	
  the	
  Kickapoo	
  Cultural	
  Exchange,	
  Gays	
  Mills,	
  WI,	
  a	
  
501c3	
  nonprofit	
  organizaWon	
  registered	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  Wisconsin	
  and	
  
Minnesota.	
   ContribuWons	
   are	
   tax	
   deducWble.	
   In	
   addiWon,	
   KGAP	
   is	
  
affiliated	
  with	
  the	
  Network	
   in	
  Solidarity	
  with	
  the	
  People	
  of	
  Guatemala	
  
(NISGUA)	
   a	
   naWonal	
   non-­‐profit	
   organizaWon	
   that	
   supports	
   many	
  
projects	
  and	
  efforts	
  in	
  Guatemala.

Morning Coffee with Solidarity Friends in Chacula
 photo by Andi Alexander
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Scholarship Recipients with their teachers and with KGAP visitors Connie, Jeri and Martha 
photo by Andi Alexander

Check out our new website!  Read the newsletter and see more photos of Chaculá at:
www.chacula.weebly.com

http://www.chacula.weebly.com
http://www.chacula.weebly.com

